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Comment No. 01           Issue Code: 01
The current land use of the properties over which each alternative
transmission line would run is agricultural.  In the future, some of this
land could be developed for residential housing.  The market price of
the land would depend on many factors including location, economic
factors, local demand for housing, interest rates, aesthetic value, and
psychological factors.  The fear and the sight of the power lines could
contribute negatively to the aesthetic and psychological factors for
houseowners in the vicinity of the power lines.

Comment No. 02           Issue Code: 04
The DEIS considered the manufacturer’s estimated noise effects (63
dBA at 400 feet) for each of the 12 LM6000 turbines.  Noise
propagation equations were used to predict the noise from each turbine
at locations at the proposed Property boundary and beyond.  The
contribution from each turbine was then logrithmetically added to
calculate the total noise at each location at the proposed Property
boundary and beyond.  Noise during a startup sequence would actually
be less than during normal operations.  This is because the generators
are not yet operating during the startup sequence.
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Comment No. 03           Issue Code: 04
The expected noise level at the nearest residences from the proposed
Facility is 55 dBA, which is an increase of 10 dBA from the average
noise level of 45.2 measured in mid-December for this specific rural
area. There would be an increase of 14 dBA above the nighttime
average of 41.3 dBA. Also see response to the Public Hearing
Comment No. 31.

Comment No. 04           Issue Code: 04
Information about the start-up and shutdown of the turbines has been
added to the FEIS.   Noise during a startup sequence is actually less
than during normal operations.  This is because the generators are not
yet operating during a startup sequence.  However, due to the lower
average noise level at night, the noise of the plant would be more
disturbing at night than during the day.  Also see response to Public
Hearing Comment No. 31.

Comment No. 05           Issue Code: 03
An analysis of potential health impacts is presented in Section 4.2  of
the DEIS.  Since all ambient air concentrations are well below the
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) which are health
based standards, there would be no health impacts.  The NAAQS were
developed to protect the public health and welfare with a adequate
margin of safety.

Comment No. 06           Issue Code: 15
The discussion of cumulative impacts in Section 4.13 in the FEIS now
includes discussion of the potential for suburban development in the
area.  An analysis of potential health impacts is presented in Section
4.2 of the DEIS.  Since all ambient air concentrations are well below
the NAAQS, there would be no health impacts.
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Comment No. 07           Issue Code: 07
Section 3.4.3.2 of the DEIS provides information regarding the effects
of electric and magnetic fields (EMFs).  There is considerable
uncertainty about EMF and health effects.  The DEIS presents the both
sides of the published information that is available on the subject,
including findings presented in the NIEHS 1999 report. There is no
conclusive evidence in the existing studies that indicates EMFs are
responsible for health effects.  The study published by the Salt River
Project on EMF states that studies show that the primary sources of
EMF exposure for most people are inside the home and workplace.  It
further states that people are closer to sources in the home and work
place than they are to power facilities.  (Also see Salt River Project
attachment).

Comment No. 08           Issue Code: 06
The information cited and provided by the commentor was considered.
See response to Comment No. 07 above.

Comment No. 09           Issue Code: 01
The current land use of the properties over which the each alternative
transmission line would run is agricultural.  In the future, some of this
land could be developed for residential housing.  The market price of
the land would depend on many factors including location, economic
factors, local demand for housing, interest rates, aesthetic value, and
psychological factors.  The fear and the sight of the power lines could
contribute negatively to the aesthetic and psychological factors for
houseowners in the vicinity of the power lines.

Comment No. 10           Issue Code: 06
The general field effects described in Chapter 3 of the DEIS are meant
to be informational in that they define the terms used and describe the
individual field effects.  These discussions include statements that
EMF effects are mitigated by placing the power lines high above the
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Comment No. 10 (cont.)           Issue Code: 06
ground to reduce the impact on persons working beneath power lines.
The specific EMF impacts are discussed in Chapter 4.  Western’s
power lines are placed high enough that the field effects are minimized
and little or no impacts are expected.

Comment No. 11           Issue Code: 07
The Central Arizona Water Conservation District (CAWCD) has
offered Sundance an Excess CAP Contract for CAP water.  This
option is currently under consideration by Sundance.  Such a contract
would be obtained a subsequent  to the completion of the EIS.  The
water use by the proposed Project is anticipated to be roughly
equivalent to the current agricultural use.

Groundwater wells already exist on the proposed Site as well as in the
general area in the vicinity of the proposed Site.  There is no reason to
expect that applications for additional groundwater wells would not be
approved.  Groundwater modeling has been conducted and data have
been presented that shows the impacts of groundwater pumping by the
proposed Facility would be minimal.

See responses to Public Hearing Comments 18 and 19.  Sundance has
negotiated and is currently documenting the long-term lease of Type 2
Non-irrigation Grandfathered Groundwater Rights from a private party
in the Pinal Active Management Area whose rights are freely
transferable and assignable to well(s) on the Sundance property
pursuant to the 1980 Arizona Groundwater Management Act (GME),
as amended.  These Type 2 grandfathered pumping rights would
constitute the legal basis for withdrawal of groundwater, if and when
needed to backup CAP water outages of a duration sufficient to
exhaust the substantial capacity of the Project’s onsite water storage.
Additionally, as a second supplemental groundwater right, Sundance
has the legal right under the GMA, should it so elect, to retire the
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Comment No. 11 (cont.)           Issue Code: 07
irrigated portion of its farm property from irrigation and convert the
farm’s appurtenant Irrigation Grandfathered Groundwater Rights to
Type 1 Non-irrigation Grandfathered Rights for use in the Project’s
operations.  Such retirement and conversion is not currently
anticipated to be necessary, and would be inconsistent with the desires
expressed by local government officials to retain as much agricultural
use of the proposed Property as feasible. However, if necessary, the
legal right to do so remains available.

All uses of groundwater by the proposed Project must comply with the
GMA and the applicable management plan of the Pinal Active
Management Area administered and enforced by the Arizona
Department of Water Resources, including industrial user conservation
plans, metering, reporting, and payment of groundwater withdrawal
fees.

Comment No. 12           Issue Code: 26
The commentor’s request is noted.  The issues raised by the
commentor were either addressed in the DEIS or have been addressed
in the FEIS.  The NEPA process was instituted to provide the public
the opportunity for informed input to the decision process.
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Comment No. 01           Issue Code: 10
The significance of the Casa Grade National Monument to the Hopi
Tribe, Gila River Indian Community and Ak-Chin Indian Community
has been incorporated in the discussion of cultural impacts, Section 3.8
in the FEIS.

Comment No. 02           Issue Code: 10
The commentor’s request has been forwarded to the personnel
conducting the cultural consultations.

Comment No. 03           Issue Code: 10
Surveys have established the presence of cultural resources in the
proposed Project area. Western’s Historic Preservation Officer will
initiate consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer and
the Tribes to evaluate whether avoidance or mitigation measures are
more practical.
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Comment No. 04           Issue Code: 25
The Orders have been added to discussion of Cultural Resources,
Section 4.8.
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